
Year 1 History topics  
 

Autumn –  Our Village 

Enquiry Question - How has my High Street changed since the 1950s? 

 

➢ What was the High Street like before? 
➢ How has the High Street changed? 
➢ What was in these shops before? 
➢ What was it like to shop for food? 
➢ What was the role of women? 
➢ How were my goods packaged or stored? 
➢ How did I pay for my purchases? 

 

Spring – Homes 
Enquiry Question - What’s in a road? 
 
 
➢ What was my road like before? 
➢ How has my road changed? 
➢ Which families lived here before? Compare to now. 
➢ How has the role of women changed? Postal workers. 
➢ Who else works on my road? Past and present- explore different periods. 
➢ How have homes changed on my road? 

 
 

Summer – Who has helped make history? 
Enquiry Question – Who is George Stephenson and what did he do? 
 
 
➢ How has transport changed over the years? 

➢ Who were Thomas Savery and James Watt? What did they do? Stockton to Darlington line. 

➢ What difference did trains make? 

➢ How did people feel about the development of trains? 

➢ What would it have been like aboard a train from Stockton to Darlington in 1825? 

➢ Who was George Stephenson? 

➢ What impact did George Stephenson have on the development of trains? 

 

 



Year 2 History Topics 
 

Autumn – Significant Places in Our Locality  

Enquiry Question – Which places are significant to me and why? 

 

➢ To understand the history of Durham Cathedral 
➢ To understand the importance of some significant places in the North East (The Angel, Tyne Bridge, 

Colliery) 
➢ How has my village changed over time? 
➢ How has my local church changed? What impact has this had on my village? 

 
 

Spring – Fantastic Firsts  

Enquiry Question- Who helped shape my world? 

 

➢ What do we want to find out about inventions? 
➢ Who were Da Vinci and the Wright Brothers and how have they impacted air travel? 
➢ When was the first film made? 
➢ Who was Alexander Graham Bell and how did he influence the future? 
➢ Why was the moon landing special? 

 

Summer - Holidays Then and Now 

Enquiry Question – Have seaside holidays changed that much and how has it 

affected us? 

 

➢ How can I tell where something is from? 

➢ What were Victorian seaside holidays like? 

➢ How did Redcar and Saltburn grow? 

➢ What caused changes to seaside holidays? 

➢ How did this change impact us locally? 

➢ Do YOU think changes have had an impact? 

 

 

 



Year 3 History Topics 

 

Autumn – Stone Age to Iron Age  

Enquiry Question→  The Iron Age was better than the Stone and Bronze Ages 

because nothing happened in them. 

 

➢ What did Stone Age people achieve? Compare to Iron Age and Bronze Age 

➢ What were the causes and effects of their achievements? 

➢ When did they exist? Put into context with Iron and Bronze/build chronology 

➢ What did they believe/religion? Compare 

➢ How did they entertain themselves? Compare 

➢ What did society look like? Compare 

➢ What did settlements look like? Compare 

 

Summer – Ancient Egyptians  

Enquiry Question → The Ancient Egyptians are only known for their pyramids 

and mummies. 

 

➢ Identify achievements beyond pyramids and mummies. 

➢ Identify societal structures and attitudes towards women (compare to other times e.g. Greeks) 

➢ Identify similarities and differences in housing (compare to prior learning) 

➢ Identify the main features of Egyptian religion – compare to prior learning. 

➢ Identify trade as a significant factor in Egyptian power – how is this different to other periods? 

➢ Why can’t historians agree on what Ancient Egypt achieved? Identify sources of evidence and the 

issues raised by them 

➢ Identify Egypt’s place chronologically among other periods studied. 

➢ Identify issues with Egyptian chronology 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 4 History Topics 

 

Autumn – The Ancient Greeks 

Enquiry Question → Ancient Greek achievements are overrated and the 

Greeks were no different to other people. 
 

➢ When did the Ancient Greeks exist? 

➢ What did they achieve and what impact did this have? 

➢ How much impact did they have on the western world? 

➢ How important was Alexander the Great’s empire? 

➢ Were all the Greeks the same or different? 

➢ What was Greek culture like? What was the role of women? 
 

 

Spring –  The Romans 

Enquiry Question → The Romans had little impact on Britain during their 

settlement. 
 

➢ What did the Romans achieve? 

➢ What did they do differently or the same as we do today? 

➢ Were people happy with change? 

➢ Did they settle? 

➢ What were Roman houses like and what was the role of women? 

➢ What did the Romans eat? 

➢ When did they exist? 
 

 

Summer – The Anglo-Saxons 

Enquiry Question → The Anglo-Saxons and the Vikings were the same people 

and were nothing but vicious invaders. 

 

➢ What kinds of people were the Anglo Saxons and the Vikings? 

➢ What did the Anglo Saxon and the Vikings do differently and the same? 

➢ Why did the Anglo Saxons and the Vikings invade? 

➢ Were the Anglo Saxons and the Vikings violent? 

➢ What impact did Anglo Saxons and Vikings have on Britain? 

➢ When did they exist? 



Year 5 History Topics 

Autumn – Monarchs 

Enquiry Question – How far do we know the real Queen Elizabeth II? 

➢ Who is Queen Elizabeth? 

➢ Why did the Queen become the Queen II? Who are the Royal family? 

➢ How is the Queen represented? 

➢ How have perceptions of Queen Elizabeth II been influenced by changing technology? 

➢ What is the Queen’s role? 

➢ How well does the Queen reflect society today? 

➢ How might history remember Queen Elizabeth II? 
 

Spring – Victorians 

Enquiry Question – There were no victories during the Victorian era and life 

was unchanging. 

➢ How was schooling in Victorian times different from schooling today?  
➢ Why was it called the Victorian era?  
➢ Why was Britain so powerful during the Victorian era?  
➢ What was the industrial revolution and how did it change Britain?  
➢ What inventions were of importance during the Victorian era?   
➢ Who was Isambard Brunel and what impact did he have on Victorian engineering?   
➢ What was life like for a poor Victorian child?  
➢ What changes took place for poor children during the Victorian era?  
➢ What medical discoveries changed medicine in the Victorian era?   

 

Summer - Local History Study – Mining 

Enquiry Question – Was mining always a disaster? 

➢ Why was mining so important to County Durham? 

➢ Where were the pits in the NE? 

➢ What can we find in our village? 

➢ How has our village changed? 

➢ Who was Tommy Armstrong and what was his town like? Compare to Bowburn. 

➢ What was life like for mining children? Compare to another period. 

➢ What happened in 1951? What impact did this have on our local community? 

 

 

 



Year 6 History Topics 

Autumn – WWII 

Enquiry Question – The Blitz is all we need to know about WW11? 

➢ How significant was the Blitz? 
➢ World War II: whose war? 
➢ What was the impact of World War II on people in our locality? 
➢ How well does a fictional story tell us what it was like to be an evacuee? 
➢ Evacuee experiences in Britain: is this all we need to know about children in World War II? 
➢ New opportunities? How significant was the impact of World War II on women? 
➢ What did men do in World War II? Did all men have to fight? 
➢ When was the most dangerous time to live? How different was the Blitz? 

 

Summer – Ancient Civilisations.  

Enquiry Question – Evidence suggests that the Vikings were clearly more 
advanced than the Maya.  
 

➢ What would the ancient civilisations need to have in order to function as a city?  
➢ What was the greatest achievement of each civilisation?  
➢ How did they survive? Compare. 

➢ How do we know about the Maya? Historical sources. 

➢ When did they exist? Timeline 

➢ How do we know what they believed? Religion 

 

 

 


