
Art and Design at Bowburn Primary School 
 
Intent 
At Bowburn Primary School, we value Art and Design as an important part of our broad and 
balanced curriculum. We aim to provide the children with opportunities to develop and 
extend their knowledge, skills and creativity through a variety of new opportunities – both 
in class and through links with local artists and art organisations. By following our 
curriculum, children will build the confidence to take risks and turn ‘mistakes’ into 
successes, whilst also expressing their individual interests, thoughts and ideas through 
experimentation. Children have the opportunity to develop and appreciate their own style 
of art, as well as understand how diverse and creative the subject is. Overall, we aim to 
provide a high-quality art and design education which engages, inspires and challenges 
pupils to be ambitious. As pupils progress through the key stages, they should be able to 
think critically and develop a more rigorous understanding of Art and Design.  
 
Implementation 
EYFS: 
Through Expressive Arts, children develop a range of skills and techniques - experimenting 
with colour, design, texture, form and function. We provide children with daily access to a 
range of materials and media for endless creative opportunities, sometimes centred around 
a theme linked to other learning. In these activities, children are encouraged to explore a 
variety of media, and how it can be combined to create different effects. They are 
encouraged to experiment on small and large scale, outdoors and indoors. Creative 
activities are well planned and resourced to allow for a wide range of exploration and 
experiences. Whilst being creative in a practical way, children are encouraged to talk about 
and share their ideas and creations with adults and peers to build confidence, improve 
language skills, and raise self-esteem. 
 
Key Stage 1 and 2: 
Each half term, year groups alternate between Art and Design, and Design Technology. All 
children participate in one lesson per week (1 hour minimum), and teachers follow the 
‘Kapow Primary’ scheme, in line with the National Curriculum. We deliver a consistent 
curriculum, which allows for full coverage, and clear progression of skills and knowledge 
between each year group, as they transition through school. 
 
Our Art and Design units, which are flexible and adaptable, are taught enthusiastically to 
children. They scaffold and support essential and age appropriate sequenced learning. 
Lessons are fun, enjoyable, practical and exploratory - providing children with a breadth of 
first hand experiences, which allow for individual expression. Across a wide range of 
projects, children focus on four core areas – drawing, painting and mixed media, sculpture 
and 3D, and craft and design. They develop an understanding of the formal elements of Art, 
and increase their knowledge of artists, and designers past and present. These skills and 
strands are re-visited in every unit, sometimes discretely, to ensure development and 
progression, as well as to encourage children to become more confident in their artistic 
ability. The level and complexity of skills increases as children get older. Every child from 
year 1 onwards, presents their art work in a sketch book to document their ideas - a 
personal, creative journey which inspires others, and demonstrates their learning and 



development throughout their time in primary school. In addition to artistic experiences in 
class, we offer extra-curricular and enrichment activities throughout the school year.  
 
Impact 
Our Art and Design curriculum supports children to develop on a personal level, as well as 
benefit from a rich, cultural capital. Pupils will have an awareness of art around them, as 
well as cultural and social aspects of art. Through experimentation, children will be 
confident users of a wide variety of materials and mixed media. They will become confident 
risk-takers who can make their own creative decisions and choices, which they can discuss 
with adults and peers, as well as explain choices and evaluate their own and others work 
using subject specific language. All children will progress as they grow up, resulting in 
leaving primary school with a wealth of embedded knowledge and skills, to support them in 
their ongoing creative journey at Key Stage 3 and beyond, as well as inspiring future career 
choices. As a result, our thorough curriculum ensures pupils meet the end of key stage 
attainment targets set out in the National Curriculum. Pupil progress will be evident in the 
unique, individual nature of pupils sketch books, which are bursting with visuals and inspire 
everyone who looks at them. Regular monitoring takes place to ensure progression of skills, 
for example looking at children’s work, visiting lessons and talking to children about their 
learning experiences. 
 
 


