
   
 

   
 

Hello Minnows and Shrimps!    

Did you enjoy The Very Lazy Ladybird last week? What a surprise he got at the end of the story! 

We are pleased to see some of you are using Bug Club, Lexia and Mathletics using the log ins from your pack. Keep on 

trying to do something on each one, every day if you can! 

This week we would like you to do the daily home learning maths activities on the White Rose site, Early Years, 

Summer Term, Week 5. Click on this link to access them https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/early-years/ 

There are teaching videos and follow up activities each day on The Oak Academy website. Select Reception and Week 

5. Click on this link to access them https://www.thenational.academy/online-classroom/reception/#schedule 

This week we would also like you to do some activities based on the story Snail Trail by Ruth Brown. You can send any 

pictures of work you have been doing to the class email! 

 

 

If you don’t have the book at home you can 

listen to the story of it on you tube using this 

link  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XsCgl6DobN4 

Then try to complete the activities from the grid below! Have fun and stay safe! 

Mrs Foster and Mrs Lisle xx 

Slimy Snail sets out on a trail. But where 

exactly does he go? Up a hill, over a 

bridge, down a slope… find out where he 

goes next! 

 

https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/early-years/
https://www.thenational.academy/online-classroom/reception/#schedule
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XsCgl6DobN4


   
 

   
 

 

Snails may not be the fastest 

creatures in the world, but 

they are fascinating. Did you 

know that a snail has only one 

foot? Or that it has no bones 

at all? Try these two fun snail 

activities -  

Make a snail home so that you 

can watch how snails live.  

Have a snail race and watch 

carefully how snails move. 

Instructions are on the page 

below. 

The snail in the story visited lots 

of places! A high bridge, a 

gloomy tunnel and a slippery 

slope. Did you notice that the 

author used words to describe 

what the places were like? Can 

you draw 3 new places for the 

snail to visit and think of a word 

to describe the places too! You 

could try to sound out the words 

and write them on your picture! 

Make a newspaper snail  

Snail and trail both have the ai 

sound in them. The ai sound is 

a digraph, made up of 2 letters 

together.   

Can you think of any words 

where you can hear an ai 

sound? 

 

Learn the poem Sammy Snail 

and make up some actions. 

Sammy snail is slowly moving 

See him slide across the grass 

He leaves a silver path behind 

him 

We all know when he has passed. 

Sammy snail is never worried 

Though he wanders far and wide 

Listen to the story One is a Snail, Ten is a Crab. 

The link is here 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zDjp7rTXtsk 

When they put the animals together, they need 

to add the legs up! Can you add some of the 

animal feet together from the story and write 

the add sum? Maybe you could think of some 

different animal feet to add together? The legs 

of a frog and a cat added would be 4 + 4 = 8 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zDjp7rTXtsk


   
 

   
 

There are some pictures of 

some ai words on the following 

pages. 

Can you try and write the 

words? Maybe you could write 

a sentence about the words. 

For on his back his house he 

carries 

And when he's tired he pops 

inside. 

 

 

Make a Snail Home 

What you need  

Plastic container (such as a strawberry container)                                                        

Gravel, soil, rocks, grass, sticks or bark 

Leaf snail food: fresh green leaves, vegetable pieces, small plants with roots 

Distilled water in a spray bottle 

Dark paper 

 

What you do: 

To prepare the snail home, layer the bottom of the container with gravel. Place two inches or more of moist soil on 

top of the gravel. Place food for the snails on top of the soil and add rocks, sticks, and grass to give the home a 

natural look. Add a leaf for shade. Keep the container covered with a piece of dark paper when not being used for 

observation. 

Add snails to the temporary home. Place the container on a table in a cool area of the house. Keep the soil in the 

container moist with the spray bottle. Mist the soil so that it becomes damp but not waterlogged. Release the snails 

back into the wild after a couple of days of observation.  



   
 

   
 

 

Snail Racing 

This is a great opportunity for teaching your child to handle a living creature carefully. Snails are very delicate and 

their happiness is a key part of this activity! Find snails to use as competitors shortly before the race; look for them 

in dark, wet places. When it comes to racing, pick a snail to cheer for, then name them and tag each one with a 

coloured sticker so you know which is which. Who they think will be fastest and why? 

Set the snails up on a home-made track (or download one from the Nature Detectives website) with juicy lettuce 

leaves at the end and set them to start… Ready, steady, slow! Which snail is the champion? How fast did they finish? 

Don’t forget to put the snails back where they were found as soon as you finish and then wash your hands.  
 
 

 

 

 

Phonics activity 

ai word pictures 

 

Try to sound out the ai pictures, carefully saying each sound and then blending the sounds together. Try and write 

the words, remember the ai sound has two letters. 

Could you write a sentence about each picture? 

 

(rain, nail, mail, sail, chain, train, tail, rails, pain) 



   
 

   
 



   
 

   
 

 



   
 

   
 

 
 

 

 

 

Look carefully at a snail’s shell. Practise drawing spirals. Can you draw a snail with his spiral shell?  

 

 



   
 

   
 

                       
 

     



   
 

   
 

Andy Goldsworthy is an artist who enjoys using nature in his artwork. 

This is a picture of one of his sculptures. 

 

It looks a little bit like the shell on a snail doesn’t it? 

Maybe you could use some pebbles or stones that you find in your garden to make some art like Andy Goldsworthy? 

You could make a spiral or snail picture. Perhaps you could try to make a picture of a different minibeast? 


