
Dear children and parents/carers, 

We hope you are keeping busy at home and staying safe indoors. We are missing you a lot and wish that we were 

back at school. From now on, we will be sending more specific tasks for you to complete with a suggested time table. 

We know that everyone’s home lives are different so please feel free to change the timetable to suit your family. As 

long as all of the tasks are completed within the week, you can decide how to fit them in. Miss Overton and Mrs 

Forster would love to see photographs of your work (or your work if you have access to a computer to work on), 

which you can send via email: 

Miss Overton on s.overton300@bowburnprimary.durham.sch.uk 

Mrs Forster on c.forster201@bowburnprimary.durham.sch.uk 

Remember to sign up to Seneca learning if you haven’t yet – Miss Overton is monitoring this from home and can see 

a few people working really hard on there – well done! Follow this link  

https://app.senecalearning.com/dashboard/classes/overview/join-class and enter the code to join the class - 

8cn63yf496. There are quizzes for Maths, English, Times Tables and Science.  

Task 1 – Reading Comprehension –  

Read the extract of Street Child and complete the reading comprehension questions within the text. 

Street Child - Chapter 1 – The Shilling Pie 

Jim Jarvis hopped about on the edge of the road, his feet blue with cold. Passing carriages flung muddy snow up into 

his face and eyes, and the swaying horses slithered and skidded as they were whipped on by their drivers. At last Jim 

saw his chance and made a dash for it through the traffic. The little shops in the dark street all glowed yellow with 

their hanging lamps, and Jim dodged from one light to the next until he came to the shop he was looking for. It was a 

meat pudding shop. Hungry boys and skinny dogs hovered round the doorway, watching for scraps. Jim pushed past 

them, his coin as hot as a piece of coal in his fist. He could hear his stomach gurgling as the rich smell of gravy met 

him. 

1. Find evidence in the text to let you know what the weather is like. 

2. What are the dogs around the doorway waiting for? 

3. What does the author compare Jim’s coin to? 

4. What is the evidence in the text to suggest Jim is hungry? 

Mrs Hodder was trying to sweep the soggy floor and sprinkling new straw down when Jim ran in. 

“You can run right out again,” she shouted to him. “If I’m not sick of little boys today!” 

“But I’ve come to buy a pudding!” Jim told her. He danced up and down, opening and closing his fist so his coin 

winked at her like an eye. 

She prised it out of his hand and bit it. “Where did you find this, little shrimp?” she asked him. “And stop your 

dancing! You’re making me rock like a ship at sea!” 

Jim hopped on to a dry patch of straw. “Ma’s purse. And she said there won’t be no more, because that’s the last 

shilling we got, and I know that’s true because I emptied it for her. So make it a good one, Mrs Hodder. Make it big, 

and lots of gravy.” 

5. Do you think Mrs Hodder trusts Jim? Why do you think this? 

6. Why does Jim want Mrs Hodder to ‘make it a good one’? 

He ran home with the pie clutched to his chest, warming him through its cloth wrapping. Some of the boys outside 

the shop tried to chase him, but he soon lost them in the dark alleys, his heart thudding in case they caught him and 

stole the pie.  
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At last he came to his home, in a house so full of families that he sometimes wondered how the floors and walls 

didn’t come tumbling down with the weight and noise of it all. He ran up the stairs and burst into the room his own 

family lived in. He was panting with triumph and excitement.  

“I’ve got the pie! I’ve got the pie!” he sang out. 

“Sssh!” His sister Emily was kneeling on the floor, and she turned round to him sharply. “Ma’s asleep, Jim.” 

Lizzie jumped up and ran to him, pulling him over towards the fire so they could spread out the pudding cloth on the 

hearth. They broke off chunks of pastry and dipped them into the brimming gravy. 

7. What does the author suggest might happen to the pie if Jim doesn’t run home? 

8. True or false – Jim’s family live in a house on their own? 

9. What words does the author use to suggest Jim is happy about the pie? 

“What about Ma?” asked Lizzie. 

“She won’t want it,” Emily said. “She never eats.”  

Lizzie pulled Jim’s hand back as he was reaching out for another chunk. “But the gravy might do her good,” she 

suggested. “Just a little taste. Stop shovelling it down so fast, Jim. Let Ma have a bit.” 

She turned round to her mother’s pile of bedding and pulled back the ragged cover. 

“Ma,” she whispered. “Try a bit. It’s lovely!” 

She held a piece of gravy-soaked piecrust to her lips, but her mother shook her head and turned over, huddling her 

rug around her. 

“I’ll have it!” Jim said, but Lizzie put it on the corner of her mother’s bed rags. 

“She might feel like it later,” she said. “The smell might tempt her.” 

“I told you,” said Emily. “She don’t want food no more. That’s what she said.” 

Jim paused for a moment in his eating, his hand resting over his portion of pie in case his sisters snatched it away 

from him. “What’s the matter with Ma?” he asked. 

“Nothing’s the matter,” said Emily. She chucked a log on the fire, watching how the flames curled themselves around 

it. 

“She’s tired is all,” Lizzie prompted her. “She just wants to sleep, don’t she?” 

“But she’s been asleep all day,” Jim said. “And yesterday. And the day before.” 

“Just eat your pie,” said Emily. “You heard what she said. There’s no more shillings in that purse, so don’t expect no 

more pies after this one.” 

“She’ll get better soon,” Lizzie said. “And then she’ll be able to go back to work. There’s lots of good jobs for cooks. 

We’ll soon be out of this place. That’s what she told me, Jim.” 

“Will we go back to our cottage?” Jim asked. 

Lizzie shook her head. “You know we can’t go there, Jim. We had to move out when father died.” 

“Eat your pie,” said Emily. “She wants us to enjoy it.” 

10. What does Lizzie say Ma should have? 

11. Who do you think is the youngest sibling and why? 

12. What job did Ma have in the past? 



But the pie had grown cold before the children finished it. They pulled their rag-pile close to the hearth and curled 

up together, Jim between Emily and Lizzie. In all the rooms of the house they could hear people muttering and 

yawning and scratching. Outside in the street dogs ere howling, and carriage wheels trundled on the slushy roads. 

Jim lay awake. He could hear how his mother’s breath rattled in her throat, and he knew by the way she tossed and 

turned that she wasn’t asleep. He could tell by the way his sisters lay taut and still each side of him that they were 

awake too, listening through the night to its noises, longing for day to come.  

13. Based on what you have read so far, what do you predict might happen in the next chapter? Use evidence 

from the text to structure your answer. 

Task 2 – History – LO: To make comparisons between Britain in the Victorian times and Britain now. 

Jim and his family live in a shared house in Victorian Britain. Write a comparison between housing now and housing 

during the Victorian times (you could do this as a poster or written paragraph). Use the internet to research what 

housing was like during the Victorian era (when the book is set). Did many people live in shared housing? Was there 

a big difference in housing for the rich and poor? What was housing in cities like compared to housing in the 

country?  

Here are some websites to get you started with your research: 

http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/houses/victorian/inside.htm 

https://kidskonnect.com/history/victorian-houses/ 

https://victorianchildren.org/victorian-houses-how-victorians-lived/ 

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/victorian-homes/ 

Task 3 – Writing – LO: To write a descriptive paragraph 

 

Use this image to write a descriptive paragraph. Imagine 

you have been transported back in time and you are 

standing in this street describing what it is like. 

Remember to use your senses in your description. What 

can you hear all around you? What can you smell? How 

are you feeling as you stand in this street? You will need 

to use lots of description to make the reader feel like they 

are there with you. Try to use lots of comparisons 

throughout your writing (bigger, smaller, smellier etc). 

 

 

 

Task 4 – Maths Challenge – LO: To solve a multi-step word problem 

Before 1971 British money was divided into pounds, shillings and pennies.  

1 pound = 20 shillings 

1 shilling = 12 pennies 

1. How many shillings would there have been in 15 pounds?  

2. How many pennies would there have been in 6 shillings? 

3. Jim bought a pie for a shilling, how many pennies was this?  
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4. On average, a cook would have been paid 15 pounds a week. How much would Ma have left after shopping 

if she bought 2 x meat (4 shillings each), 2 x flour (2 shillings each), vegetables (1 shilling), 3 x fruit (1 shilling 

each), 5 x milk (10 pennies each), 2 x sugar (10 pennies each), soap (6 pence), and coal (1 shilling)? 

 

Task 5 – Science 

Scientists use chemical reactions to create useful new materials (remember, we learned about materials and their 

properties at the beginning of Year 5 when Captain Chemistry came). Create a fact file about a scientist who 

invented a new material. Research the scientist and their life, where did the live and what did they do? What made 

their invention so special? How is it still used today? Your fact file could be a poster or leaflet or even a PowerPoint. 

Examples of scientists you could research are: Spencer Silver, Ruth Benertio and John McAdam. 

Task 6 – Local Area Study and RE 

Use the internet to find the answers to these questions 

1. Why was a cathedral built in Durham? 

2. When was the cathedral built? 

3. What was the original cathedral built of? 

4. Why is Durham Cathedral so important today? 

5. How many people a year visit Durham Cathedral? 

6. How did ‘Silver Street’ in Durham get its name? 

Daily Tasks 

1. Go on to Seneca learning and complete 20 minutes of English or complete the daily BBC Bitesize English 

lesson https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/tags/zhgppg8/year-5-and-p6-lessons/1 

2. Use either Times Tables Rock Stars, Seneca learning or Mathletics to complete 15 minutes of times tables 

practise. 

3. Daily maths lesson using either BBC Bitesize https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/tags/zhgppg8/year-5-and-p6-

lessons/1 or White Rose Maths https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/year-5/ or 30 minutes on Seneca 

learning Maths section. 

4. Read every day. Share a story with a grown up at home or a sibling. 

5. Exercise! It is really important to keep active during this time. We would suggest 60 minutes of active time 

over the course of the day. PE with Joe Wicks is a good place to start. You could also do Just Dance, Cosmic 

Kids Yoga, or just bounce on your trampoline. Maybe make an assault course or challenge your family to a 

burpee competition! Whatever you choose to do, have fun and get your heart rate up! 

We would suggest completing English and Maths tasks in the morning before lunch, having a break for lunch, and 

completing an ‘topic’ task in the afternoon. Remember, you’re not at school and, while your learning is important, 

we understand that completing the same amount of hours in learning at home is not achievable for everyone. Try to 

spilt your work down into 30 minute chunks and give yourself free time.  

Remember, if you have any questions about your (or your child’s) learning at home please get in touch. We miss you 

all terribly and hope to see you very soon. 

Miss Overton, Mrs Forster, Mr Griffiths, Mrs Tinti and Mr Stephenson. 
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