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27th April 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

We are now into week 6 of ‘lockdown’ and school being closed to the majority of pupils, though  

school has remained open for the children of critical workers during this time, including over the 

Easter holidays. For all of us this has been unprecedented and certainly a difficult and challenging 

time. As yet there are no plans by Government to re-open schools, so we can presume things will 

continue at least for the time being. I wanted to update you on some of the issues which have been 

brought to my attention and offer some advice and help.  

Home Learning : 

Staff updated the home learning section of the ‘Our Classes’ section of the website last week with 

more work for pupils. The link is below. This is the area where learning and suggested activities are: 

www.bowburnprimary.sch.uk/ourclasses 

We will continue to post suggested activities. BUT please remember they are only SUGGESTED. As I 

want to emphasise, it is important to spend time with your children, join in their games, cook 

together, play in the garden. At the moment we have only missed 15 days of school (two weeks 

were actually the Easter holidays)– but I know it seems like so much longer. Some children really 

thrive with routine and trying some of the daily activities and learning might really help. I know 

parents are worried about their children ‘falling behind’ but please try not to worry too much – do 

what you can and we’ll help them to catch up when we’re all back together. If you can read with 

your child every day that will help them more than anything else and sharing a book is a lovely thing 

to do (even older children enjoy being read to!). We suggest, and experts in education back us up on 

this, that children complete one maths activity, one English activity and one other activity from the 

foundation subjects ( subjects other than maths and English) per day. This is really as much as is 

needed. This could be from the activities outlined from the staff or from the online learning 

activities. If your child wants and can manage more than that, then by all means let them do so, but 

it is not an expectation.  Please understand there is no right or wrong way to do this, and if you need 

support please get in touch with school.  

Communication: 

mailto:bowburnjuniors@durhamlearning.net
http://www.bowburnprimary.sch.uk/ourclasses


My school staff have been fantastic, despite their own worries and anxieties they have come into 

school and met pupils with a smile. I understand many of you want to be able to get in touch with 

staff, ask questions or have some feedback by sharing the childrens’ work etc. It is difficult to do this 

as we are not already set up for online learning in this way, so I can appreciate it may have been 

frustrating for you thus far. Staff feel that too, and want to help more. With this in mind we’re 

aiming to sort year group email addresses as soon as we possibly can that staff can access and once 

they are set up you will be able to send in queries that staff can answer directly.  You can continue to 

email  bowburnprimary@durhamlearning.net or telephone school (0191 3770497) for advice and 

support during this time. Our website is regularly being updated with news and important 

information for parents and carers , when it arrives with us. www.bowburnprimary.sch.uk/news so 

please check it regularly.  

Free School Meals: 

We have contacted parents entitled to Free School Meals and we have applied for vouchers for 

those pupils. As this is a national system it has been very frustrating as there have been delays for 

some parents. Please contact school if you have not received your vouchers yet. This scheme is for 

those entitled to Free School Meals (universal credit). We will help if we can. In particular check 

‘junk’ folders as we have been told that emails can end up there. E-codes for vouchers will be 

emailed out each Monday , we have been informed, and vouchers last for one month.  

Try to find the positives in each day, enjoy the sunshine during your daily exercise, appreciate the 

time you have together, learn a new skill together, share your skills with your children- teach them 

to cook, make things, try out new jobs around the house. This time won’t last forever. Stay safe and 

look after each other.  

Kind regards, 

 

Jackie Glass 

Head Teacher 

 

mailto:bowburnprimary@durhamlearning.net
http://www.bowburnprimary.sch.uk/news

